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TEST

I. Read the text and answer the questions. 

Canadian English

Canadian English is a regional variety of North American English that spans almost the entire continent. Canadian English became a separate variety of North American English after the American Revolution, when thousands of Loyalists, people who had supported the British, left the United States and fled north to Canada. Many Loyalists settled in southern Ontario in the 1780s and their speech became the basis for what is called General Canadian, a definition based on the norms of urban middle-class speech. 


Modern Canadian English is usually defined by the ways in which it resembles and differs from American or British English. Canadian English has a great deal in common with the English spoken in the Unites States, yet many Americans identify a Canadian accent as British. Many American visitors to Canada think the Canadian vocabulary sounds British – for example, they notice the British “tap” and “braces” instead of the American “faucet” and “suspenders”. On the other hand, many British people identify a Canadian accent as American, and British visitors think the Canadians have become Americanized, saying “gas” and “truck” for “petrol” and “lorry.”


People who live outside North America often find it difficult to hear the differences between Canadian and American English. There are many similarities between the two varieties, yet they are far from identical. Canadian English is instantly recognizable to other Canadians, and one Canadian in a crowded room will easily spot other Canadian among the North Americans. 

There is no distinctive Canadian grammar. The differences are mainly in pronunciation, vocabulary, and idioms. Canadian pronunciation reflects the experience of a people struggling for national identity against two strong influences. About 75 per cent of Canadians use the British “zed” rather than the American “zee” for the name of the last letter of the alphabet. On the other hand, 75 per cent of Canadians use the American pronunciation of “schedule,” “tomato,” and “missile.”


An important characteristic of the vocabulary of Canadian English is the use of many words and phrases originating in Canada itself, such as “kerosene” and “chesterfield” (“sofa”). Several words are borrowed from North American Indian languages, for example, “kayak,” “caribou,” “parka,” and “skookum” (“strong”). The name of the country itself has an Indian origin; the Iroquois word “kanata” originally meant “village”. A number of terms for ice hockey – “face-off,” “blue-line,” and “puck” – have become part of World Standard English. 


Some features of Canadian English seem to be unique and are often deliberately identified with Canadian speakers in such contexts as dramatic and literary characterizations. Among the original Canadian idioms, perhaps the most famous is the almost universal use of “eh?” as a tag question, as in “That’s a good movie, eh?” “Eh” is also used as a filler during a narrative, as in “I’m walking home from work, eh, and I’m thinking about dinner” I finally get home, eh, and the refrigerator is empty”. 


The traditional view holds that there are no dialects in Canadian English and that Canadians cannot tell where other Canadians are from just by listening to them. The linguists of today disagree with this view. 

1. According to the passage, how did Canadian English become a distinct variety of North American English?

a) Linguists noticed that Canadians spoke a unique dialect.

b) A large group of Loyalists settled in one region at the same time.

c) Growth of the middle class led  to a standard school curriculum.

d) Canadians declared their language to be different from U.S. English.

2. The word norms in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to

a) patterns


b) history

c) words

d) ideas

3. The phrase “a great deal in common with” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to

a) different words for

b) the same problems as 

c) many similarities to

d) easier pronunciation than

4. In paragraph 2, what point does the author make about Canadian English?

a) Canadian English is more similar to American than to British English.

b) American and British visitors define Canadian English by their own norms.

c) Canadian English has many words that are not in other varieties of English.

d) Canadians speak English with an accent that Americans cannot understand.

5. The phrase “the two varieties “ in paragraph 3 refers to

a) People who live outside North America

b) Canadian English and American English

c) General Canadian and North American

d) British English and Canadian English

6. The word “spot” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to

a) describe

b) ignore

c) prefer

d) find

7. Which sentence below best expresses the essential information in the highlighted sentence in paragraph 4? Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or leave out essential information.
a) Canadian English has been strongly influenced by both British and American English.

b) Canada is the only nation where people can deliberately choose which pronunciation they prefer. 

c) Canadians have tried to distinguish themselves as a nation, and this effort is shown in their pronunciation. 

d) Many newcomers to Canada must work hard to master the national style of pronouncing English. 

8. All of the following words originated in North American Indina languages EXCEPT

a) Kerosene

b) Parka

c) Canada

d) Kayak

9. Which of the following can be inferred from paragraph 5 about vocabulary?

a) Vocabulary is the most distinctive feature of Canadian English

b) World Standard English has a very large vocabulary.

c) Canadians use more North American Indian words than Americans do.

d) Much of the vocabulary for ice hockey originated in Canada

10. The author discusses the expression “eh” in paragraph 6 as an example of

a) an idiom that uniquely characterizes Canadian speech

b) an expression that few people outside Canada have heard

c) a style of Canadian drama and literature

d) a word that cannot be translated into other languages
II. Match the sentences with their explanations.

1. Our car has been robbed!

2. Our car has been stolen!

3. Good heavens, Pip! You must have your shoes polished.

4. Good heavens, Pip! You must have polished your shoes.

5. Maureen wondered, “Which umbrella would go best with my new mackintosh?”

6. Maureen wondered which umbrella would go best with my new mackintosh.

7. They will arrive in time, I think.

8. They will arrive on time, I think.

9. The last thing the old man agreed to do was to make his will.

10. Making his will was the last thing the old man would agree to do.
11. It’s warm enough to bathe today.

12. It’s too warm not to bathe today.

13. Elizabeth is a princess, all right!

14. All right, Elizabeth is a princess!

15. We walked all that way to their house only to find whether they had left.

16. We walked all that way to their house only to find that they had left.

17. This news of Adrian’s is a bit worrying, isn’t it?

18. This news of Adrian is a bit worrying, isn’t it?

19. They treated him like a Head of State.

20. They treated him as a Head of State.

21. I know Vanessa would like to have come to your party.

22. I know Vanessa would have liked to have come to your party.

a. He did other things, and making his will was the last one.

b. He is a Head of State, and they treated him accordingly.

c. Something has been stolen from the car, but we still have the car.

d. …. and found, to our disappointment, that they were not that they were not there.

e. The car itself has been stolen; we no longer have it.

f. It looks as if you have polished your shoes (yourself).

g. Maureen wondered about the speaker’s new mackintosh.

h. You must pay/ask/tell somebody to polish your shoes.

i. They will arrive a little earlier than necessary.

j. Making his will is something the old man would refuse to do.

k. Maureen wondered about her own new mackintosh.

l. We can bathe today, if we want to.

m. There’s no doubt that she is a princess.

n. She’s a princess. So what? Why should I be interested?

o. We must bathe today – it’s so warm.

p. …..in order to discover whether they had left or not.

q. This news that Adrian has brought is a bit worrying.

r. Vanessa was sorry at the time of the party that she couldn’t come to it.

s. He is not really a Head of State, but they treated him as though he were.

t. This news about Adrian is a bit worrying.

u. They will arrive punctually, at the moment itself.

v. Vanessa is sorry now that she didn’t (or couldn’t) come to your party.

III. Read the text below and decide which answer A, B, C or  D best fits each space.  

Red River Rising
As the (1)…..sun turned its warming (2)….. on the frigid (3)....., it set in motion a deadly chain of (4)…. The snow and ice of the long, cold winter (5)….. into water that fed and swelled the Red River, which forms on the North Dakota – Minnesota (6)….. . The river grew and spread swallowing everything in its (7) …. .


The water rose with such speed that some people (8) ….. their vehicles in the street and escaped (9) …..  city dump trucks. Hospitals and nursing homes were (10) …. . Family members were scattered, (11) …… refuge in shelters (12) …. North Dakota and Minnesota.


(13) …. Downtown Grand Forks under five feet of water and more than 40,000 people (14) ….., there (15) …..  to be but one mild consolation: things could not possibly (16)…… any worse.

1. A. season

B. cold


C. wintry

D. spring

2. A. lights

B. rays


C. sunsets

D. lines

3. A. landscape

B. view


C. space

D. scenery

4. A. causes

B. effects

C. events

D. occasions

5. A. heated

B. dripped

C. melted

D. washed

6. A. valley

B. countryside

C. region

D. border

7. A. path

B. passage

C. route

D. slope

8. A. neglected

B. ignored

C. abandoned

D. forgot

9. A. board

B. aboard

C. boarded

D. abroad

10. A. disappeared 
B. departed

C. emptied 

D. exited

11. A. having

B. knowing

C. finding

D. waiting

12. A. through

B. across

C. among

D. together

13. A. As


B. Like


C. With


D. From

14. A. lonely

B. survived

C. deserted

D. homeless

15. A. used

B. seemed

C. had


D. Found

16. A. turn

B. develop

C. get 


D. come

IV. Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets.

     I 1………(feel) rather poor lately, so this morning at nine I 2………………(go) to the doctor. I 3……….(find) him alone in his waiting-room, where he 4…………..(stand) by the window.

“Where 5……………(be) your patients? You 6…………..(cure) them all?” I 7…………(ask).

“The reason why people 8……..(not crowd) into this room now is that on Wednesday  I 9………..(not begin) consultations here until half past ten. Such 10………..(be) my habit for the last twenty-five years.”

“I’m sorry I 11……….(come) too early,” I 12………(say), “I 13 ………..…(go away) and 14………..(come back) later.” 

“Oh, no. I 15………….(prefer) early patients to late ones. In the course of my practice I 16……….(notice) the late-comers 17…………….(visit) the doctor because they 18………..(need) some sympathy. They are like the dog that once 19……….(come) here with a sore paw; I 20……(bandage) it for him and while I 21………….(do) this he 22…………(look at) me with great lonely eyes. The dog is old now but he still comes.”
V. Read the text below. Use the words in the box to form one word that fits in the same numbered space in the text.

	Communicate, Able, Success, Special, Full, Competent, Advance, Organise, Develop, Isolate


Learn your job skills from your teacher

A teacher standing at the front of a History class is seldom teaching history alone. A good teacher is also demonstrating self-expression, management ability, (1) …. skills, and a whole host of other skills that may be useful for you later in life. There are certain basic (2) ….. that everyone needs to have if they are to be (3)……. in education, employment and even in social circumstances.

Learning these skills is (4) ….. important at secondary school level, in order to (5) ………. prepare for further education or the working world. A minimum level of (6) ………. is demanded by all employers, colleges and universities. The more (7) ………. you are in those areas the more the (8)……….. believes you will be competent.

These personal (9)…………… skills differ from other school subjects in that they cannot be taught in (10)………….. from the rest of the school curriculum.
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	Task 4
1. Have felt/ Have been feeling
2. Went

3. Found

4. Was standing

5. Are

6. Have…cured

7. Asked

8. Are not crowding

9. Don’t begin

10. Has been

11. Have come/Came
12. Said

13. Shall/Will go away

14. Come back/Shall/Will come back
15. Prefer

16. Have noticed

17. Visit

18. Need

19. Came

20. Bandaged

21. Was doing

22. looked at/was looking at

	Task 5
1. COMMUNICATION
2. ABILITIES

3. SUCCESSFUL

4. (E)SPECIALLY

5. FULLY

6. COMPETENCE/ COMPETENCY
7. ADVANCED

8. ORGANIZATION

9. DEVELPOMENT

10. ISOLATION


