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I. Read the text and answer the questions choosing the right option.
When a Computer Error Is a Fatal Mistake

Life without computers has become 1)……… . They are designed to look after so many boring but essential things that we have become dependent on them. But 2)…….. the demands placed on computers grow, so does the number of incidents involving computer errors. It is only a matter of time before a computer-made catastrophe occurs. As early as 1889, a word entered the language that was to become all too familiar to computer scientists: a “bug”, meaning a mistake. For decades bugs and “debugging” were taken to be part of every computer engineer’s 3)…….. .


Of course, more often than not errors are 4) …….. annoying, but sometimes they can come close to  causing tragedies. On the Picadilly line in London’s Underground a driver who was going south along a track got confused while moving his empty train through a cross-over point. He started to head north straight at a south bound train full of people. The computerized signaling system 5) …….. to warn him of impending disaster and it was only his quick human reactions that prevented a crash.
1. a) elementary

b) unimaginable         c) tireless           
d) trivial

2. a) however

b) no sooner              c) in the meantime
d) as

      3.   a) a job


b) tragedy

c) necessity                 d) action

     4.   a) not


b) not only

c) just


 d) absolutely

     5.   a) managed

b) signalled

c) failed

 d) succeeded

     6. Which of the following is NOT true?

      a) Try as you might, you ca hardly manage without computers in modern world.

   
b) No matter how boring computers might be, their demands grow.


c) Sooner or later the number of incidents involving computer errors is expected to increase.


d) In the course of time computers are supposed to do more and more demanding job.


7. In the faraway year of 1889 the word “bug”:


a) appeared in the language


b) was used by mistake


c) and “computer” were synonyms to computer scientists and entered their language and life


d) familiarized computer scientists with “de-bugging”


8. What kept the catastrophe in the subway from happening?


a) The driver’s prompt actions 


b) The computerized signalling actions


c) Humane reactions


d) Signals of the driver.


9. What title could you give to the story?


a) When a computer error is a fatal mistake.


b) Growing demands on computer errors.


c) Annoying bugs.


d) De-bugging in London Underground.


10. The word impending means


a) crashed


b) reasonable


c) looking forward


d) approaching, going to happen
II. Express the meaning of each phrase in one word.

1. full of fear -   a _ _ _ _  d

2. to take the first step -  b _ _ _ n

3. a town where a seat of government is -  c _ _ _ _ _ l

4. the end of life – d _ _ _ h

5. to come or go into – e_ _ _ r

6. very well known-  f _ _ _ _  s

7. to take place- h _ _ _ _ n

8. to spring over – j _ _ p

9. the male ruler of the country – k _ _ g 

10. a speech to a group of people – l _ _ _ _ _ e

11. to walk like a soldier – m _ _ _ h

12. the dark part of each day – n _ _ _ t

13. not shut – o _ _ n

14. to put in the ground to grow – p _ _ _  t
III. Complete the sentences with the correct words.
A. 1. The boat sailed ………. through the ………. .
a) straight

b) strait

2. The Indians wrote the ………..  treaty on a ………. of bark.

a) piece

b) peace

3. The ……. on a ……… is called fur.
a) hare

b) hair

4. Have you ever heard the fairy ………. about the cat with no …….. .

a) tale


b) tail

5. After his illness John felt …….. for a …….. .

            a) week

 b)weak

6. The ……..  spent the ……..  in the castle.

a) knight 

b) night

7. Didn't you ………  Peter ask you to put the plate ……. ?

a) here


 b) hear

8. I want to ……… my new skirt but I don't know ………my mother put it.

a) where 

b) wear

9. He announced which …….. of the boys ……..  the game.

a) won 


b) one

      B.   1. What is the …….. of the garden?

            a)  region        

b)  area 
c) territory

             2.  A dog …….. to kind treatment by loving you.

a) answers 

b) replies 
c) responds

3. Would you ……..  me to come on Monday?

a) prefer 

b) like

4. Have you heard about the ………. news?

a) splendid 

b) wonderful 
c) remarkable

5. Letters are ……. every day.

a) delivered

b) handed

6. She was ……  the prize for being the fastest runner.

a) rewarded

b) awarded

7. Hold your …….. !

a) tongue

b) language

8. Give me a …….. idea of your plans.

a) wide

b) broad

9. We travelled through unknown …….. .

a) territory

b) area

c) region

IV. Match up the adjectives in group A with their opposites in group B.
	A
	B

	1. thick
	a) total

	2. plain
	b) skinny

	3. drunk
	c) boring

	4. partial
	d) thin

	5. permanent
	e) sober

	6. overweight
	f) familiar

	7. interesting
	g) attractive

	8. wild
	h) huge

	9. strange
	i) tame

	10. tiny
	j) temporary


V. Cross out the odd word in each line.
1. butcher, greengrocer, baker, newsagent

2. orange, potato, apple, grape

3. kitchen, bedroom, garage, dining-room

4. Wales, England, Highlands, Scotland

5. metre, mile, hour, foot

6. football, chess, tennis, cricket

7. Easter, Westminster, Christmas, Halloween
VI. Complete the following story with the correct forms of the verbs.
Good Luck, Carl !

Carl Osbourne lives in Glasgow. He ought to be in The Guinness Book of Records because he 1)…….  (have) a terrible time this year. The trouble 2) …….. (start) one fine morning at the beginning of January when Carl 3) …….. (find) that his car 4) ………. (disappear) from his garage. He 5) ………. (not see) it since that time!

In February he 6) ……. (buy) a new car, but he 7) ….. ( not have) it more than two weeks when he 8) …….. ( crash) into a lamp-post.


In May Car 9) ……… (sit) on a seat that 10) ……… ( paint) only a few minutes before. He 11) …….. (wear) a brand-new suit that he 12) …….. (buy) only the previous week.


In August Carl 13) …….. (spend) his holiday at the seaside. When he 14) ……… (arrive) home, he 15) ……… (discover) that somebody 16) ……. (break into ) his house. His television and video-recorder 17) …….. (disappear). Now poor Carl 18) …….. (not know) what he 19) …….. (do) to deserve this bad luck. He just 20) ……….. (hope) that his luck 21) …….. (change) soon.
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