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IX-X ԴԱՍԱՐԱՆՆԵՐ 

I. Read the text and answer the questions.
One of the most interesting and distinctive of all uses of language is commentary. An oral reporting of ongoing activity, commentary is used in such public arenas as political ceremonies, parades, funerals, fashion shows and cooking demonstrations. The most frequently occurring type of commentary may be that connected with sports and games. In sports there are two kinds of commentary, and both are often used for the same sporting event. “play-by-play” commentary narrates the sports event, while “colour –adding” or “colour” commentary provides the audience with pre-event background, during-event interpretation, and post-event evaluation. Colour commentary is usually conversational in style and can be a dialogue with two or more commentators.

Play-by-play commentary is of interest to linguists because it is unlike other kinds of narrative, which are typically reported in past tense. Play-by-play commentary is reported in present tense. Some examples are “he takes the lead by four” and “she’s in position.” One linguist characterizes radio play-by-play commentary as “a monologue directed at an unknown, unseen mass audience who voluntarily choose to listen…and provide no feedback to the speaker.” It is these characteristics that make this kind of commentary unlike any other type of speech situation.

The chief feature of play-by-play commentary is a highly formulaic style of presentation. There is distinctive grammar not only in the use of the present tense but also in the omission of certain elements of sentence structure. For example “Smith in close” eliminates the verb, as some newspaper headlines do. Another example is inverted word order, as in “over at third is Johnson.” Play-by-play commentary is very fluent, keeping up with the pace of the action. The rate is steady and there is little silence. The structure of the commentary is cyclical, reflecting the way most games consist of recurring sequences of short activities---as in tennis and baseball---or a limited number of activity options---as in the various kinds of football. In racing, the structure is even simpler, with the commentator informing the listener of the varying order of the competitors in a “state of play” summary, which is crucial for listeners or viewers who have just tuned in.

 1. The word “that” in paragraph 1 refers to?   

A . language
B .  ongoing activity
C .  commentary
D . sporting event

2. Which of the following statement is true of colour commentary?

A. It narrates the action of the event in real time, using the present tense.

B. It is a monologue given to an audience that does not respond to the speaker.

C. It is steady and fluent because it must keep up with the action of the event.

D. It gives background on the event, and interprets and evaluates the event.
3.  How is play-by-play commentary distinct from other types of narrative?

A . it is not published in magazines
B . it is not spoken in past tense
C . it involves only one reporter  
D . it takes place after the event  

4. Why does the author quote a linguist in paragraph 2?

A. To describe the uniqueness of radio play-by-play

B. To show how technical sports commentary is

C. To give examples of play-by-play commentary

D. To criticize past trends in sports commentary

5.  The word “pace” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to?
A . plan  
B . score 
C . cause
D . speed

6. The word “crucial” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to?

A . fascinating 
B . important
C . confusing
D . generous
7. It can be inferred from the passage that the author most likely agrees with which of the following statements about sports commentary?
A. Colour-commentary is more important than play-by-play commentary.
B. Sports commentators do not need special knowledge of the sport.

C. Commentary enhances the excitement and enjoyment of sports.

D. Sports commentators should work hard to improve their grammar.

II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits the gap. 
A challenge for Europe

Although recently there has been a small ……….(1 reduce) in the number of people out of work in Europe, .................... (2 employ) is still the number one ................. (3 society) problem facing the 15 number states of the European Union. Moreover, ................ (4 equal) of opportunity between men and women is still an issue that .................. (5 political) in many countries have not come to grips with. In .................. (6 profess) such as the law and engineering women are still noticeable by their absence. .................. (7 employ) still discriminate against female .................. (8 employ) in a number of ways even if their .................. (9 qualify) are the same as those of men. It would be a pity if the .................. (10 achieve) of the EU on an economic level were marred by ................... (11 fail) in the vital area of social policy.  

III. Choose the correct word A, B, C, or D.
1. About 100 people …. outside the theatre for tickets when  we got there. 

a) were queuing
b) queued

c) have queued

d) queue

2. This time last week I …. to Athens.
a) have driven

b) have drove

c) was driving

d) have been driving

3.  By the time the teacher arrived, the classroom was empty: the students ….. .
a) left


b) had left

c) were leaving

d) have left

4. The witness claimed he … the accused before.
a) did not see

b) hasn’t seen

c) wasn’t seeing
d) hadn’t seen

5. We've run .......  sugar. Could you please buy some more?

a) down  on

 b) away from

 c) on with

 d) out of

6.I don't know how you ....... with such noisy brothers. It would drive me crazy.

a) put up

 b) put away 

c) clear up 

d) bring up
7.  That maths exam was incredibly difficult. It took me ages to ....... some of the answers.

a) sort out

 b) put out

 c) work out

 d) find out

8. She has changed a lot …. she left school.

a) for


b) since


c) during

d) after

9. I have been waiting in the rain …. hours!
a) during

b) since


c) for


d) from

10. …. I was coming home I met my old English teacher.
a) During

b) While

c) Before

d) Since
11. She was born twenty-five years  …. in a small village in Yorkshire.
a) before

b) since


c) over


d) ago


12. I’ve …. seen the film and I don’t want to see it again.
a) yet


b) still


c) already

d) before
IV.  Match the first part (1-10) with an appropriate reporting verb (a-j).

1) “If you do it again, I’ll leave,”


a)  she whispered.

2) “I’m now going to read out the results,”

b)  he answered.

3) “Could you bring me the wine list?”

c)  she shouted.

4) “Of course, I’ll bring it right away,”

d)  she threatened.

5) “Our team will easily beat yours,”


e)  she announced.

6) “Please give me another chance,”


f) she claimed.

7) “Shhh! The baby is sleeping,”


g)  he asked.

8) “I’m innocent of all the charges,”


h)  she begged.

9) “First of all, you press the button,”


i)  he boasted.

10) “Careful! The water’s deep!”


j)  he explained.

V. Finish these sentences using the information above. Use Reported Speech.
	1) She threatened …… .

2) She announced that she …… .

3) He asked the waiter …… .

4) The waiter answered …… .

5) He boasted that …… .
	6) She begged them …… .

7) She whispered that …… .

8) She claimed …… .

9) He explained that …… .

10) She shouted to us …… .


VI. Choose the best answer.
Chit Chat: In the Aeroplane 

1. Linda: Have you ever ....... before? Only it's my first time in a plane and I'm a little nervous.

a) fled 

b) flown
 c) flowed 
d) flying

2. Mike: Yes, lots of times. There's no need to ....... about it.

a) worry 

b) think 
c) ponder
 d) brood

3. Linda: That's easy for you to ....... but I feel very anxious.

a) dictate 

b) speak
 c) call

 d) say

4. Mike: All you have to do is take it ....... and relax.

a) back 

b) cool 

c) easy 

d) straight

5. Linda: I had a ....... drinks before I came on board and that hasn't helped.

a) lot 

b) few

 c) little 
d) many

6. Mike: Never ....... I'm sure you'll be all right and anyhow we're starting to move now.

a) mind 

b) care

 c) object 
d) deny

7. Linda: Yes, you're right. It's as ....... everything on the plane is shaking.

a) when

 b) like 

c) but 

d) if

8. Mike: That means that the engines are warming ........ It won't be long now.

a) off 

b) up 

c) over 

d) in

9. Linda: Oh yes. I don't know why I was so ....... I think flying is great!

a) nervous
 
b) terrible 
c) awful 
d) nerving

10.  Mike: Don't get too excited! We're still on the runway and haven't taken ....... yet.

a) through 
b) by 

c) off 

d) in
VII. Unscramble the letters to make words.
	1. redlad
	Climb it, don’t walk under it!
	l

	2. rrriom
	See yourself in it!
	m

	3. gunsconif
	puzzling
	c

	4. zzydi
	Losing your balance
	d

	5. warnobi
	Seven colours that are sometimes in the sky
	r

	6. ddginwe
	The bride and groom are here!
	w

	7. wakehisma
	Do this and hope it comes true!
	m …….  a  w ………

	8. unbucklemyurn
	In the US, some people think 13 is an …… .
	u ……..  n …………


VIII. Choose the best answers to complete each paragraph.

There are many things we can do to help the environment. For example, we can avoid (1) _____if they can be reused, repaired, or recycled. We can avoid buying products from (2) ______We can also walk or use bikes when traveling short distances, and we can use (3) ______ when traveling long distances.

1. a. air pollution 


b. throwing away things 
c. the greenhouse effect 

2. a. nonrenewable sources 
b. the ozone layer 

c. aluminum foil 

3. a. low-energy light bulbs 
b. recycled paper 

c. public transportation 

People (4) ______ and current events from watching television, listening to the radio, or reading 
(5) ______. Increasingly, people are getting their daily news from the Internet. People who use the Internet as their primary news source say they like it because it lets them choose the kinds of news they get. Users can select only the section they want to see, such as (6) ______ , and ignore everything else. Many experts predict the Internet will soon become the number one source for daily news and current events. 

4. a. ignore the news 

b. learn about the news 

c. read news articles 

5. a. daily newspapers 

b. news photos 


c. news broadcasts 

6. a. the newspaper 

b. the Internet 


c. business news 

Boulder is a small city in the state of Colorado. It has (7) ______ of about 100,000 and is home to one of the best universities in the country. Boulder is an attractive city because it has so many (8) ______ . The downtown area has interesting restaurants and lots of cultural events. The city also has (9) ______ and good employment opportunities. It's also close to the mountains, so it has clean air and (10) ______ .
7. a. a snowfall 


b. a population 


c. an unemployment rate 

8. a. traffic lights 


b. winter sports 

c. beautiful old buildings 

9. a. strangers 


b. safety and crime 

c. a low crime rate 

10. a. easy access to wilderness 
b. subways 


c. traffic jams 

What I (11) ______ a child is playing with my dog, Max. We (12) ______ to the park every day and play "fetch"- I would throw a ball, and he would bring it back to me. Most of the time he would bring it back, but sometimes he would keep it in his mouth, and I would have to chase him to get it back. Those were good times. Now, Max and I are both older. We still play in the park, but not every day. 
11. a. remembered was 

b. am remembering as

 c. remember about being 

12. a. used to go 


b. were going 


c. had been 
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